Mid-Century

Modern&More

Duluth Preservation Alliance 2022 Historic Properties Tour

Admit One

Sunday, Sept 18
11am-4pm » $25




Welcome to the 2022
Historic Properties Tour!
Duluth is a city rich with architectural history.

That history will be on full display during this year’s Annual Historic Properties
Tour. The Duluth Preservation Alliance (DPA) works to protect and preserve
Duluth’s architectural heritage and sponsors preservation events such as this
tour to draw attention to our rich heritage and to acknowledge the preservation
efforts made by the property owners.

This ticket is valid for one admission and must be presented to a DPA volunteer
at the entrance to each of the properties. You may tour in any order you wish.
Please remember that these are private properties and respect the guidelines
the individual owners have set out for the tour.

Tour Requirements:

Please remove your shoes unless otherwise instructed,
or if doing so presents you with a safety challenge.

Please no smoking in or around the individual properties.

The taking of pictures inside the properties is not permitted
unless granted by the property owner.

The property owner has the right to deny admission
to anyone for any reason.

Masks will be required to be properly worn while inside the
properties. Masks will be available at all entrances.

Duluth
Preservation
Alliance

Enjoy the tour and thank you for

your support of the DPA! To learn
more or to become involved, visit

DuluthPreservation.org.

Become a member! DuluthPreservation.org




A4 Viola & Avon Hart House
\ | 4 )
1545 Skyline Parkway

IN 1952, the house at 1545 Skyline Parkway was the first commissioned
design by Robert Warn after his graduation from Frank Lloyd Wright’s
Taliesin. The house exhibits the design characteristics articulated by
Wright: 1) a small enclosed entry; 2) compressed space opening into a
large space; 3) a fireplace that’s the heart of the house; 4) lots of natural
light, and 5) no basement. Warn later went on to design buildings for
St. Olaf College. The original builder was Wasbotten and Rose. The first
owners, Viola and Avon Hart, added a single garage with an attached
studio for Viola, a professional artist. In 2019, the current owner restored
the exterior color of the original redwood siding by painting it “Rustic
Red.” Viola and Avon ran an audio visual business as well as an art gallery.

Photo by Dan Jandl, Duluth Visuals

Help us preserve Duluth’s architectural heritage, donate today!




== Walter & Edna Johnson House
219 South 26th Avenue East

The Walter and Edna Johnson House was built by John Raynold (Ray)
Gunderson, a carpenter/contractor who lived in West Duluth. The brick
house is a raised ranch in the Prairie Style and may have been a variation
of a “pattern book” house, as a very similar one is located in Kingston,
New York. The building permit was applied for on October 17, 1957, the
plumbing permit on June 2, 1958. The Johnsons likely moved into their
new home in the second half of 1958, since they are listed in the 1959
Duluth City Directory. Walter E. Johnson was the “tax chief” for the Oliver
Iron Mining Division of the U.S. Steel Corporation at the time. His wife,
Edna, was a homemaker. They had two sons: Gary (b. 1939) and Ward
(b. 1944). After Walter’s death (year unknown) Edna lived here together
with son Ward until her death in 1997. Ward continued to live here through
2017. Jill Fisher and Neil Larson are the second owners of the property,
having purchased it in December 2018.

Note: Parking at the house is very limited. Most people will need to park
on Jefferson Street and walk up to the house or on Greysolon Road and
walk down.

Photo by Dan Jandl, Duluth Visuals
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== Marvin Gollinger House
1955 Hartley Road

1955 Hartley Road was built in 1957 for the Marvin Gollinger family.
Mr. Gollinger was an asphalt contractor by profession and was known to
occasionally bring home the leftovers at the end of a job, applying “one
more layer” to his own driveway. They lived here for about 20 years.

Irving “Butch” Curran then purchased it and lived here for about 20 years.
Still later it was purchased by Rick (Richard) and Laura Hanson, who also
made it their home for 20 years.

The home has undergone several renovations over the decades, including
the removal of a wall between the kitchen/dining areas. The original foyer
featured a lake-themed mural, now gone, as well as a curved glass wall in
the kitchen, which also has been removed. However, the moss-green slate
in the foyer is original. The upstairs bathrooms had drinking fountain-
style faucet attachments and there was an intercom/music system through-
out. The mud room in the back was constructed when the third garage
stall was added. The lower level was finished about 20 years ago. Recently
the original wood trim was painted white and the kitchen was renovated
for at least the second time.

Photo by Dan Jandl, Duluth Visuals

Help us preserve Duluth’s architectural heritage, donate today!




A4 Dudley & Elizabeth Russell House
2700 Minnesota Avenue

This park Point home, designed and built for Dudley and Elizabeth
Russell in 1941, was unique at the time in Duluth with its modern Bauhaus
design; it was featured in two Duluth News Tribune articles. With its
setting at the top of the dunes, the horizontal lines harmonize with the
expansive views of the Lake Superior horizon. The structure, designed by
Duluth architect Harold St. Clair Starin, is more stunning than ever after
extensive preservation and restoration by the current owners, Mary and
Paul Treuer. Large windows oriented for privacy and framing a magnifi-
cent view, curved windows to take in a corner view, several outdoor
porches, patios, and decks are key features of this home. Plus, natural
building materials of wood and stone enhance the feeling of bringing the
outdoor environment in. The landscape incorporates native dune grass, a
repurposed-stone wall, and block garden beds in keeping with the
multi-level street side. Modest in size, this home is packed with mid-
century modern design. Mr. Russell was president of the Duluth Universal
Milling Company.

Photo by Dan Jandl, Duluth Visuals
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== Lewis & Gwendolyn Erickson House f=\_
3328 East Superior Street C

TI’llS mid-century modern home is built on top of a steel bridge spanning
Bent Brook Creek that flows through Glensheen to Lake Superior. Built
of steel and concrete in 1959, the open concept great room and primary
bedroom look into the trees, suspended in nature. A former neighbor
described the feeling of entering a tree house. Another example of modern
design principles is in the wall of windows oriented for the view and privacy,
even though the house is quite close to a busy street. This home is a capsule
from the ‘50’s! The home boasts pecky cypress paneling, slate floors, an
indoor pool and shower room under the garage.

It is not surprising that this feat was built by and for Duluth engineer Lewis
Erickson and his wife Gwendolyn. He was chief engineer, and later president,
of National Iron Company, a Duluth manufacturer, and it is likely the
house’s steel piers were made by NIC.

Photo by Ben Clasen

Help us preserve Duluth’s architectural heritage, donate today!




== William & Mary LaRue House
2131 East Second Street

One of the more unique examples of architecture in the East End can be
found in the William and Mary LaRue house. William LaRue was a mining
executive involved in quartz and iron ore mining and was also vice president
of Swan River Logging Company near Jacobson, Minnesota. The house and
single stall carriage house were built in 1909 for a cost of $12,000. Architect
William Hunt designed the house in an eclectic style with hints of Colonial
style, Prairie School, Arts and Crafts and American Craftsman influences.
William Hunt designed four other houses in Duluth including the Prindle
Mansion at 2211 Greysolon Road. Notable features on the exterior of the
house include the English green glazed parapet gable tile roof, Roman
brick, redstone foundation, and decorative Tuscan columns present on
the front porch. Inside you will find mosaic tile floors, a kitchen complete
with a pantry, a living room with the original fireplace and mantle, a beautiful
dining room featuring original light fixtures, a sunroom, four bedrooms and
a finished third floor and basement. The current owners, Kayla and Dan
Foley, invite you to see their porch restoration pictures, which are on display
in their home.

Photo by Dan Jandl, Duluth Visuals
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You may tour in any order you wish.

0 Viola & Avon 9 Dudley & Elizabeth
Hart House Russell House
1545 Skyline Parkway 2700 Minnesota Avenue
Walter & Edna 9 Lewis & Gwendolyn
Johnson House Erickson House
219 South 26th Avenue East 3328 East Superior Street

9 Marvin Gollinger House @ William & Mary LaRue House
1955 Hartley Road 2131 East Second Street
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SPONSORS

Duluth Preservation Alliance
2022 Historic Properties Tour

SINIM

5600 Grand Avenue 3 West Superior Street
218-624-5709 218-722-1404
andrenspaint.com SwimCreative.com
CONSTRUCTION INC.

20 West Central Entrance Mike Poupore

218-728-3461
heartwoodconstructioninc.com

218-343-3777
mike@Dblstcn.com

Northland Hardwood
Flooring & Refinishing

218-409-0928
duluthsuperiorflooring.com

Sheryl Homan
EdinaRealty.

Duluth-Superior Office

218-260-8722
sherylhoman@edinarealty.com

Help us preserve Duluth’s architectural heritage, donate today!
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